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Rare Habitat Limestone Pavement is Threatened by Home Improvement Enthusiasts

Over £1,000,000 per year is going into the pockets of stone merchants and garden centres from the sale of stone that is destroying limestone pavements - a rare and endangered habitat.

A new report published today (1 December), Shattered Stone, has shown that limestone pavement quarried in the UK and Ireland is still widely available for sale despite legal measures put in place in the 1980s. The stone is also sold under names that may disguise its protected status. These names include weathered limestone, Westmorland stone, Cumberland stone, Irish limestone and water-worn limestone. 

The survey, commissioned by the Countryside Agency on behalf of the Limestone Pavement Action Group and in partnership with Cumbria Wildlife Trust, English Nature and RMC Environment Fund, showed that 10% of garden centres and 22% of stone merchants, sell limestone pavement quarried from the UK and Ireland. Garden centres alone sell over 6,000 tonnes of the stone per year.

Kate Willshaw of the Limestone Pavement Action Group, based with Cumbria Wildlife Trust said,  “Left in its original environment limestone pavement it is a stunning sight. For over ten thousand years water has worn limestone, creating clints, grikes and runnels, all of which form shelter for rare plants such as bloody crane’s-bill and dark red helleborine. The beautiful patterns on the surface of limestone pavement make it very desirable resulting in consumers using it in gardens and landscaping. The Limestone Pavement Action Group wants to reduce the popularity of this stone by raising awareness about the environmental damage caused by the stone’s removal from its natural habitat”.
The retail survey also provides some insight into what is driving this demand. When asked about why they thought demand for water-worn limestone is rising, retailers’ responses included that gardening, DIY and home-improvement programmes on TV were the main reason. Other reasons included that architects, town planners, builders and landscapers wanted something new and different.
The survey shows that there is poor awareness of the environmental issues surrounding the extraction and sale of limestone pavement for both garden centres and stone merchants (both those that sold the material and those that did not). A positive outcome is that 6% of stone merchants and 22% of garden centres that do not sell limestone pavement, take the decision not to sell it because of environmental issues. More information about limestone pavements can be found at www.limestone-pavements.org.uk.
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Additional Information

“Shattered Stone: An investigation into the sale of water-worn limestone in the UK” can be down loaded from http://www.limestone-pavements.org.uk/threats

More information about limestone pavements can be downloaded from 

http://www.limestone-pavements.org.uk
Hard copy of “Shattered Stone” can be requested from katejw@cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk or at the address below.

Photographs

Photographs of limestone pavement and damage to pavement are available to download at http://www.limestone-pavements.org.uk/threats as a zip file.  Please ensure that any that are used are marked “Copyright of the Limestone Pavement Action Group”.

· Limestone pavement is a rare and endangered habitat. The UK and Ireland are home to the world’s most important areas of limestone pavement. Britain has about 2,600 hectares of limestone pavement. This pavement can be found in large expanses in Yorkshire, Cumbria and north Lancashire and in smaller areas in north and south Wales and parts of Scotland. Ireland has more than 10 times as much limestone pavement as Britain.

· 99 sites in Cumbria, Lancashire and North Yorkshire have been designated with protective Limestone Pavement Orders. 97% of all limestone pavements in England have been damaged in some way by industrial extraction over the last 60 years.

· Until the mid-20th century, use of limestone pavement had been on a small, local scale. However, with the rise of mechanisation after World War II, extraction of limestone pavement in England started to take place on an industrial scale with huge areas being bulldozed or blasted.  Most limestone pavements in England are now protected by Limestone Pavement Orders.  Limestone pavement in Ireland has less legal protection from damage than pavement in England.

· Cumbria Wildlife Trust is a registered charity established in 1962.  We have more than 15,000 members and work in partnership with landowners, local authorities, other conservation organisations and businesses to conserve and protect wildlife and wild places throughout Cumbria. Cumbria has more wildlife sites of national and international importance than any other county.  Cumbria Wildlife Trust cares for over 40 nature reserves, which include peat bogs, limestone pavements, ancient woodlands and coastal sites.
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